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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
104-1517 20 July 1995 Washington, DC
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCAnON PRESCHOOL GRANT AWARDS. The Office of Special
Education Programs has just advised of the allocation of a Federal fiscal year 1995 appropriation
in the amount of $360,265,000 to State educational agencies (SEAs). This is to assist states in
providing special education and related services to children with disabilities aged 3 through 5
years, and, at a State's discretion, to 2 year old children with disabilities who will reach age 3
during the school year. These funds have just become available as of the 1st of this month, and
are provided through the Education Department Appropriations Act. Texas will receive
$20,919,424.00.
In order to be eligible to receive Preschool Grant funds, a State must have an approved
State plan under Section 613 of Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (part
B) which includes policies and procedures that assure the availability under State law and
practice of a free appropriate public education for all children with disabilities aged 3 through
5, begiru1ing upon the child's third birthday. The State must also have an approved application
for a Preschool Grant. If a State does not establish eligibility for a Preschool Grant, then the
State becomes ineligible to receive: (1) the Preschool Grant under Section 619; (2) Part B funds
under Section 611 of Part B for children aged 3 through 5; and (3) certain discretionary funds
under Parts C through G of the Act which relate exclusively to programs, projects, and activities
pertaining to children aged 3 through 5.
The SEA must distribute at least 75 percent of the Preschool Grant to local educational
agencies for the purpose of providing special education and related services to preschool-aged
children with disabilities. The SEA may use up to 20% of the grant for discretionary purposes.
which include direct and support services and planning and developing a Statewide
comprehensive service-delivery system for children with disabilities aged birth through 5 years.
The SEA may also use up to 5% of the grant for administration of the grant.
Activities which are considered particularly appropriate for the use of these funds are:
(1) implementing family involvement activities and programs, including assisting parents in
understanding the special needs of their child with a disability; (2) providing age-appropriate
diagnoses and assessments; (3) providing special education and related services in settings where
typically developing children are found, especially the development and expansion of programs
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providing services in community-based settings; (4) planning the Statewide comprehensive
system of services for children with disabilities from birth through age S, especially the
transition of children with disabilities from early intervention services into preschool services
under Part B; and (S) developing and implementing interagency agreements.
Additional information about this program for preschool-aged children with disabilities
in Texas can be obtained directly from the Texas Director of Special Education of the Texas
Education Agency in Austin. The number is S12-463-9734. Or you can contact the Division
of Educational Services, Office of Special Education Programs, 600 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20202, telephone number 202-20S-9084 or 9097.
# # #
HEALTH CARE ANTI-FRAUD PROJECT. Every year millions of dollars are lost to health
care fraud. In fact, fraud of this type plays a major part in the rising cost of health care. We
are all affected. Because of this and in an effort to combat fraud, waste and abuse, the
Department of Health & Human Services has formed a national hot line to report health care
fraud involving the Medicare and Medicaid programs. This tough new anti-fraud initiative will
be known as "Operation Restore Trust."
The toll-free hot line opened just this month. The number is 1-800-HHS-TIPS (1-800-
447-8477). It will be located and staffed within the Office of Inspector General (OIG) and will
operate from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., eastern time, Monday through Friday.
This hot line represents another step in an effort to eliminate fraudulent or wasteful
activities in the Medicare and Medicaid programs. It is important that the public, including
Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries, and medical providers in the private sector, participate in
this fight.
The HHS-TIPS hot line will accept calls concerning alleged fraud against the Medicare
and Medicaid programs. Written allegations and supporting documentation should be mailed to:
Office of Inspector General, Department of Health & Human Services, HHS-TIPS HOT LINE,
POBox 23489, Washington, DC 20026.
Help make Operation Restore Trust a success. Remember, one of your strongest
weapons to fight health care fraud is:
1-800-HHS-TIPS
(1-800-447'8477)
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